
EPCS enhances medication management
Surescripts EPCS provides one effi cient workfl ow for all prescriptions. 
The potential benefi ts of electronic over paper prescriptions for controlled 
substances3 include:

• Reduced pharmacy and provider callbacks
• More secure electronic record keeping
• Effi ciency savings of as much as $700M annually

Manage all prescriptions from one electronic workfl ow
With Electronic Prescribing of Controlled Substances (EPCS), paper, fax and 
telephone prescribing are not required. Partner with Surescripts to help:

• Reduce fraud and abuse
• Improve safety for all stakeholders
• Enhance patient care 

Paper 
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increase risk and 
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Improve safety and ef� ciency for
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Electronic Prescribing
of Controlled Substances

Require special Rx pads and records2

Required when paper Rx pads are used in practices
that e-prescribe

Are tied to fraud and forgery of paper 
prescriptions.1 EPCS can also help with fax and 
telephone-based fraud.
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1Butler SF, Budman SH, Licari A, et al. National addictions vigilance intervention and prevention program (NAVIPPRO): a real-time, product-specifi c, public health surveillance system for 
 monitoring prescription drug abuse. Pharmacoepidemiol Drug Saf 2008; 17:1142–54. ALSO, Rosenblum A, Parrino M, Schnoll SH, et al. Prescription opioid abuse among enrollees into 
 methadone maintenance treatment. Drug Alcohol Depend 2007; 90:64–71.

2Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Reducing and Preventing Adverse Drug Events to Decrease Hospital Costs, Publication #01-0020

3Economic Impact Analysis of the Interim Final Electronic Prescription Rule, DEA, U.S. Department of Justice, March 2010
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For more information, contact your Surescripts 
account services representative.
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Opportunities with EPCS are growing
With just three states remaining for EPCS legislation, over one third of community 
pharmacies, mail order pharmacy with Express Scripts and thousands of prescribers 
already have EPCS-enabled software. Continued progress means growing 
opportunity for EHR vendors and pharmacies to help:

• Prevent prescription fraud and abuse
• Lower healthcare costs
• Improve safety and effi ciency

Electronic Prescribing
of Controlled Substances

EPCS provides a positive impact for e-prescribers 
After implementing EPCS, prescribers perceived4 a signifi cant decrease
in medication errors and diversion. In addition:   

• 70% of prescribers said EPCS was easy to use

• 70% of prescribers report improved accuracy and workfl ow

• 60% of prescribers report better prescription monitoring
and pharmacy coordination

49 States plus 
the District of 
Columbia have 
adopted EPCS 
regulations

(Current as of June 2014)

4Early experience with electronic prescribing of controlled substances in a community setting 


